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ART SPENDING Smart ways to renovate your house i Sturdy cameras that 


Hxsii heats out AAA te top money's 
Dkiog of the eight biggest auto clubs 


■' hi are like ninny Amcrj 
*.% you’re prohnhly. Spend. • 
vj more 


;■■■ j i :m. For.ii»iffifYp^ tfi«>’cd» 
t."il Highway Administration 
!\ wv.'tt that the average auto 
t: -mite in the JO biggest 
iiieir.i ureas increased 6% from 
r'.-SU to 1000, to 25.4 minutes. 
Moreover, a record 184 million 
Americans will drive to their 
■> ■'■■mior vacation spots Ihis 
ve-.is- 9 million mote than in 
, y>iT. At the same time, your iit- 
j. tu.am puff is probably more 
: -■ i-: -crone today, The typical 
; on the road is now 7,3 
* tid, up from 6.5 a decade 

; Hien you jiut these facts 
, you can'easily see why 
i - H mote sense than ever 
, an auto dub that pro- 
emergency roadside assis¬ 
ts ■•■ fortunately, thanks to 
hi competition among the 

.iri.ior.al clubs that now 
p. :c with the venerable 36- 
n-l -in -member American An- 

T’-tile Association (AAA), there has 
li-.-v it ■•een a better time to sign up. 

'i he eight biggest IJ.S, clubs all offer 
similar roadside services for basic annual 
membership fees of $22 to $60, Among 
osh r tusks, they'll fix flat*, jump-start en- 
ai.-Kis m id deliver gasoline to stranded mo- 



THREE-TOW-TRUCK AWARD GOES TO... 

..A - , i® 11 , which wa rated best value among the nation's eight largest automobile 

clufifNone were judged unacceptable. Key: three trucks (excellent), two (good), one (fair) 


fUrnrj hJmilO 


^ j E.xan Trtvsl Club 


tatunlunm K'tffltat u! tommv'irt'; 

fI03j ni^rrU»> fee’ 


B33-SSS6 6M.0W *33 


tecortMCIs with 25,000 wrvics providors —me 
thanas/ellictdub—affw prompt .itl, 


** I American Automobile 

i 

i/a 


i AifcwtBbon 


222-4357 36 million 


*22te 
*55> 

j A*n»w Meier Club 334 3300 JiryHitm 1 *49,95 




I Crou Country 
I*' 1 ! Motor Club 


225167G 900,000 *35 


: Montgomery Ws/d 
j Auto Cftlb 

+&■; All.tsto Muter Club 

1/1 i 


621-5151 ? million *5? 


Topratch booofts; bosk fiwmbstships cim be hijh.' 
Most clubs add iniiisiion fees ef *12 or So. 

Crest torkflv-fossre: Voirro robnburaBd »e much es 
*501« kmkjrnltft sorvice. w belli csr «id Pqto. 

Ouiiiwxtinj ctutamar Mivics make* this ekib ■ 
favorite of luxury e uiomakers like BMW and Rod- 
floycu; now-csr buyers ore ervotled outometiwlly. 

This M.hss the most generous (51,0001 mini 
bu/wment eoilinj for liip-intamipiion Insuraoco, 


265-2692 Smiifcu *48.95 


i Rdud Arrflrir. 
'/» I Motor Club 


2624262 BOO,WO *59.95 


Mambas (ml ihe best trip-routing service, but 
dub has only 6.000 eonli acted sarvioo piovilJsrs 

Alsrt J bung on trip routing, but club chs'ges a hefty 
*t9.SS for ouch odditionBl drive- covered 


i Chlvron Motor Club 255-2273 500,000 *39 


No contracted service provfdors, so you must find 
rcudalds iktysurseH |cfub revrteuBstipW 530) 


XH*t; 'Nurrb«r cl ru,spied; T .rr He,- wr.lce, my.1 cTvci oll.r .nktuseM-l.rv:e. msrrbtuUslfrt tor on a/dilic^et f— Vpps 
end bd-dUi, pTorrg />./., 127 mtlivktivii chjtH -lus to 53 ; | u oujvfi,- vc.nr jocvl. 


toi'ists. For rut ext™ $fi to $25 a year, you 
can get a so-called premium or deluxe 
membership, which entitles yuu to such 
enhanced coverage as extra trip-interrup¬ 
tion insurance.. What's new, though, is that 
today’s intense competition among clubs 
means that even many basic- memberships 


ai.-ildS 


nfet the latest on risky products 


&M Access 


-rtb the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
rjnisnission at 80Q-638-2772 for detailed 
o corded information on heiardous 
:>..?eho!d and recreational products, no- 
toys, infant gear and garments that 
being recalled by manufacturers. 
.•■Tty specialists take questions at the 
■ e number Monday through Friday 
it 10 e,m. to 4 p.m. eastern time. Two 
:t nt recallc were of Processed Plastic 


Co.'s $6 Thundorbat noisemaker baseball 
bats, whose yellow end caps can fly off 
and hit bystanders, and of Cosco's $12 to 
$15 two-rod toddler bed guardrails, which 
can trap tots whan they shift during sleep 
or try to climb out of bed, thus posing a 
suffocation risk. If a product you own is on 
the CPSC's recall Hat, the hotline will give 
you information about repairs, replace¬ 
ments or refunds, —Judy Fatdman 


now come with additional goodies- -such 
as 10% to 50% discounts on everything 
from hotel rooms to prescription drugs. 

In light of the stepped-up rivalry, 
MoNty sought to find out which of the 
eight biggest national clubs that accept 
individual memberships—AAA, Allstate, 
Amoco, Montgomery \Vnrd, 
Cross Country, Kxxnn, Road 
America and Chevron—pro¬ 
vides the hast overall value. 
To decide, wc carefully re¬ 
viewed each club's basic offer¬ 
ings and fees mid spol-checkcd 
the clubs' trip-routing services. 
Specifically, we asked each for 
driving directions nri a 976- 
miic test route from Marietta, 
Ga. to LampasuHS, Texas. 

The winner of our covetud 
three-tow-tnick award for best 
auto club value: bOCUXHl-mein- 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/qgkm0004 


204133477 8 




JSflC- MC INC 


214 - 541 - 473 =; 

TO :3151E454I834 


1935,03-1£ 12:48PM S904 P.03/00 


m 


sand and surf i The truth about thirst-quenching sports drinks 



onto club, lilt* Exxon'*, and you can hit tha road worry-free* 


:>xou, which edged 2lf-truck AAA 
:: i -c It offers the greatest number of 
. • reeled emergency service providers 
, . Lrr.srous family coverage for a rea. 
h £39 annual fee. (AAA's basic dues 
■ widely among its 527 affiliated 
upto $55 in Hamden. Conn. and 
Sc'W York, for example—plus a 
■: ,ie itiiiiaiion fee averaging $12.) 
Ctoss Country and Montgomery 
..me next with two-tow-truck 
. i':i!ywpci by Allstate and Road 
: with M. Bringing up the rear 
(ruck: Chevron, principally be- 
i otters less convenient road service, 
file signing up with the top-rated club 
::vc you basic peace of mind, it may 
r- ■ r die best move you can make. In 
, instances, you may be better off 
y. .r g with a lower-rated club whose indi- 
d services may be of greater utility to 
Here’s Ikw to make the wisest choice; 


H you own a oar that’s mor* than three 
year* old, focus first on the club's road ser¬ 
vices, Most large clubs contract with tow¬ 
ing garages that then dispatch their crews 
for free when you calf the club’s hotlines, 
The best plans, offered by all of the big 
eight except Chevron, allow you to use ei¬ 
ther the contracted service or another of 
your Choice. However, if you opt for the 
latter, you most pay up front and you’ll gel 
reimbursed only up to a preset limit, usm 
ally $30 to SSO per incident for basic mem¬ 
berships, Chevron has no contracted 
service providers, which is especially prob¬ 
lematic when you're in an unfamiliar area. 

If you have a faintly with several II- 
canted motorist*, pick a club that charges 
the least to cover extra drivers. Best bet; 
Exxon, whose basic $39 membership fee 
extends to spouses and kids up to age 19 
as well as to unmarried domestic part¬ 
ners. While must clubs include your 


spouse in their basic fee. they 
usually add SI2 to $20 a year 
for each extra family member. 

If you take long car trips In 
unfamiliar area*, pick a club 
with a superior trip-routing 
service (free with ail member¬ 
ships). When Monev asked 
each club for directions on 
our Georgta-to-Texns test 
route, Allstate sent the best 
information; detailed com- 
puicr-enhanced maps with 
exact driving times, hound for 
easy reference, Amoco, how¬ 
ever, sunt only two pages of 
written directions and a regu¬ 
lar map highlighted with a 
marker—something you could 
easily do yourself. 

If you worry about tail ng 
your key* or locking them in 
your car, go for one of thy 
clubs wit!) a generous lockout 
plan. The best; Amoco. Exxon 
and Cross Country, which pay 
for a locksmith to get you in 
you'r ear as well us your home, 
if you've lost those keys too. 

If yooTe concerned about 
accident*, choose Allstate, 
Chevron, Cross Country, 
Montgomery Ward or Road 
America; Their basic mem¬ 
berships include free trip- 
interruption insurance. It re¬ 
imburses you for expenses such as meals, 
lodging Hnd transportation that you incur 
if your car is disabled in an accident and 
you’re at least 100 to ISO miles from 
home. Montgomery Ward’s $1,000 ceil¬ 
ing is the most generous. 

If you're * bargain hound, examine the 
club’s discounts at hotels, restaurants and 
oiher establishments. Among the best; 
AAA, whose year-old discount card gives 
you 10% to 40% off at 45,000 merchant 
outlets nationwide. AAA and Exxon offer 
discounts of up to 50 % at the widest vari¬ 
ety of major hotel chains, including Hyatt 
(AAA) and Rnmada (Exxon). 

Kinally, H you frequently drive outside 
North America, grab AAA. They’re the 
only one to provide contracted free road- 
from Argentina to South Africa: Of 
course, if you try driving that route, you'll 
need more than AAAs help. 

—Echo Montgomery GsrreR 
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